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{This article is Urdu translation of “God Surrounds All Things”:
An Islamic Perspective on the Environment” written by William
C. Chittick, Distinguished Professor, Department of Asian and
Asian-American Studies, Stony Brook University, USA. The article
is translated into Urdu by Natasha ljaz, BS Urdu final Semester at
Government Graduate Talim-ul-Islam College Chenab Nagar}
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*  William C. Chittick is Associate Professor in the Religious
Studies Department at the State University of New York at
Stony Brook. Dr. Chittick is the author of The Sufi Doctrine of
Rumi and other books.

! The earliest instance of the use of the word 'environment' in
the sense we are discussing today is dated by the Oxford English
Dictionary to 1827
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* The "return to God" (al-ma'ad) is the third of Islam's three doctrinal
principles, after Divine Unity and Prophecy. Cf. W. Chit- tick,
"Eschatology," in Islamic Spirituality: Foundations, (vol. 19. of World
Spirituality), edited by S. H. Nasr (New York: Crossroad, forthcoming).
*The term occurs in the Koran only in its plural form, 'alamin (in 73
instances), and there is discussion among the commentators as to
exactly what is meant; most commonly 'the worlds' is inter- preted to
mean either all the worlds that have been created by God, or all the
inhabitants of "the world," Le., of creation. In any case the term is
often defined as here, and in this meaning it is paral- leled by other
Koranic terms, such as 'creation' (khalg; this term may also be
contrasted with amr, in which case it refers to the corporeal world as
opposed to the spiritual world).
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®. Some of these verses are listed in Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of
the Koran (Minneapolis and Chicago: Bibliotheca Islami- ca, 1980), esp.
chap. 4, "Nature," and chap. 5, "Prophethood and Revelation." But the
interested reader may find it more useful sim- ply to glance through a
translation of the Koran; Arberry's Koran Interpreted (London: Oxford
University Press, 1964) is especially recommended since, unlike certain
other translators, Arberry rend- ers ayah consistently as "sign,"
without changing the English term to fit the context.
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, Though man is "active" in relation to nature in his role as vicegerent
(whether or not he fulfills it), he is "passive" inasmuch as it manifests
God's signs and thereby plays a revelatory role, Though man is nature's
steward, he is also in need of the wisdom it imparts to reach the full
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perfection of the human state. It is in the doctrine of the "signs" that
close parallels are to be found between the Islamic view of nature and
the Red Indian concept that man must learn from all living things.

7 Those familiar with Islamic thought will recognize that | have
reversed the more usual order of things for the sake of the argu-
ment.
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¥ Many commentators point out that the first three verses of the
Fatihah ("Praise belongs to God, the Lord of the worlds, the All-
Merciful, the All-Compassionate, the Master of the Day of Judgment")
refer to God, while the last three ("Guide us on the Straight Path, the
path of those whom Thou hast blessed, not of those against whom
Thou art wrathful, nor of those who are astray") refer to the servants.
Only the middle verse refers to both sides, establishing a direct,
personal link between God and his creatures.
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